Che Catholic 
Marriage Service 








Complete Wedding 





Ceremony Including 
Che Nuptial Mass 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 









Catholic — 


Marriage 
Service 





The texts from the Collectio Rituum Anglicae Lin- 
guae contained in this booklet are reproduced with 
the permission of the Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine, Washington, D. C., owner of the copyright. 





THIS BOOKLET IS NOT INTENDED TO SERVE 
AS A RITUAL BUT AS A GUIDE TO THE LAITY 
IN UNDERSTANDING THE WORDS AND ACTIONS 
EMPLOYED BY THE CHURCH. 








mn mu pen 
NIHIL OBSTAT: ChHarLes M. SmITH, Censor Deputatus. 


IMPRIMATUR: + Epwarp D. Howarp, 
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon. 











Publishea By 
THE CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY OF OREGON 
2066 Southwest Sixth Avenue Portland 1, Oregon 


— PAGE 2 — 





The Catholic Marriage Service 


If the Nuptial Mass is to follow the marriage cere- 
mony, the priest puts on all the vestments except the 
maniple; he is attended by at least one acolyte, holding 
a vessel of holy water: then standing and facing the 
altar while bridegroom and bride kneel before the altar, 
the priest says these preliminary prayers: 


+ Our help is in name of the Lord. 

Who made heaven and earth. 

O Lord, hear my prayer. 

And let my cry come unto Thee. 

The Lord be with you. 

And with your spirit. 

Let us pray: O Lord, we implore Thee, let thy 
inspiration precede our actions and thy help further 
them, so that all our prayers and all our deeds may 
ever take their beginning from Thee and, so begun. 
may through Thee reach completion. Through Christ 
our Lord. S. Amen. 


EXHORTATION 


Faciug the bride and groom, the priest may either give 
an exhortation of his own or read (at least part) of the 
following: 

Dear friends in Christ: As you know, you are 
about to enter into a union which is most sacred 
and most serious, a union which was established by 
God Himself. By it, He gave to man a share in the 
greatest work of creation, the work of the continua- 
tion of the human race. And in this way He sancti- 
fied human love and enabled man and woman to 
help each other live as children of God, by shar- 
ing a common life under his fatherly care. 

Because God Himself is its author, marriage is of 
its very nature a holy institution, requiring of those 
who enter into it a complete and unreserved giving 
of self. But Christ our Lord added to the holiness 
of marriage an even deeper meaning and a higher 
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beauty. He referred to the love of marriage to de- 
scribe his own love for his Church, that is, for the 
people of God whom He redeemed by his own Blood. 
And so He gave to Christians a new vision of what 
married life ought to be, a life of self-sacrificing 
love like his own. It is for this reason that his apos- 
tle, St. Paul, clearly states that marriage is now and 
for all time to be considered a great mystery, inti- 
mately bound up with the supernatural union of 
Christ and the Church, which union is also to be 
its pattern. 

This union then is most serious, because it will 
bind you together for life in a relationship so close 
and so intimate, that it will profoundly influence 
your whole future. That future, with its hopes and 
disappointments, its successes and its failures, its 
pleasures and its pains, its joys and its sorrows, is 
hidden from your eyes. You know that these ele- 
ments are mingled in every life, and are to be ex- 
pected in your own. And so, not knowing what is 
before you, you take each other for better or for 
worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, until death. 

Truly, then, these words are most serious. It is 
a beautiful tribute to your undoubted faith in each 
other, that, recognizing their full import, you are 
nevertheless, so willing and ready to pronounce 
them. And because these words involve such sol- 
emn obligations, it is most fitting that you rest the 
security of your wedded life upon the great prin- 
ciple of self-sacrifice. And so you begin your mar- 
ried life by the voluntary and complete surrender 
of your individual lives in the interest of the deeper 
and wider life which you are to have in common. 
Henceforth you belong entirely to each other; you 
will be one in mind, one in heart, and one in affec- 
tions. And whatever sacrifices you may hereafter 
be required to make to preserve this common life, 
always make them generously. Sacrifice is usually 
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difficult and irksome. Only love can make it easy. 
and perfect love can make it a joy. We are willing 
to give in proportion as we love. And when love is 
perfect, the sacrifice is complete. God so loved the 
world that He gave his Only-begotten Son; and the 
Son so loved us that He gave Himself for our salva- 
tion. “Greater love than this no man hath, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends.” 

No greater blessing can come to your married life 
than pure conjugal love, loyal and true to the end. 
May, then, this love with which you join your hands 
and hearts today, never fail, but grow deeper and 
stronger as the years go on. And if true love and 
the unselfish spirit of perfect sacrifice guide your 
every action, you can expect the greatest measure 
of earthly happiness that may be allotted to man in 
this vale of tears. The rest is in the hands of God 
Nor will God be wanting to your needs: He will 
pledge you the life-long support of his grace in the 
holy sacrament which you are now going to receive. 


THE CEREMONY 


With the official witnesses present, the priest now 
addresses the man and the woman separately, as fol- 
lows: 


To the Bridegroom —(Name) Will you take (Name) 
here present, for your lawful wife, according to the 
rite of our holy Mother the Church? R, I will 


To the Bride — (Name) Will you take (Name) here 
present, for your lawful husband, according to the 
rite of our holy Mother the Church? R, I will. 


The priest then bids the man and the woman join 
their right hands and to recite after him: 


The Groom Says:I (Name) take you (Name), for my 
lawful wife, to have and to hold, from this day for- 
ward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, until death do us part. 
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The Bride Says: 1 (Name), take you (Name), for 
my lawful husband, to have and to hold, from this 
day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, until death do us 
part. 


The Priest then says: I join you in matrimony, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

S. Amen. 

The priest continues: 


I call upon all of you here present to be witnesses 
of this holy union which 1 have now blessed. “What 
God has joined together, let not man put asunder” 
(Matt. 19:6). 

He now sprinkles them with holy water and begins 
the blessing of the ring or rings: 

P. Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
S. Who made heaven and earth. 

P. Lord hear my prayer. 

S. And let my cry come unto Thee. 

P. The Lord be with you. 

S. And with your spirit. 


For Two Rings For One Ring 


Let us pray. Bless, O 
Lord, these rings, which 
we are blessing in thy 
name, so that they who 
wear them, keeping faith 
with each other in un- 
broken loyalty, may ever 
remain at peace with 
Thee, obedient to thy 
will, and may live to- 
gether always in mutual 
love. Through Christ 
our Lord. S, Amen. 


Let us pray. Bless, O 
Lord, this ring, which 
we are blessing in thy 
name, so that she who 
wears it, keeping faith 
with her husband in un- 
broken loyalty, may ever 
remain at peace with 
Thee, obedient to thy 
will, and may live with 
him always in mutual 
love. Through Christ 
our Lord. S, Amen. 
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He then sprinkles the ring(s) with holy water and 
says: 

Now that you have sealed a truly Christian mar- 
ciage, glve these wedding rings to each other (or 
this wedding ring to your bride), saying after me. 

The bridegroom having received the bride’s ring from 

the priest, puts it upon the third finger of her left hand. 
saying: 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Take and wear this ring as a 
pledge of my fidelity. 

If there is a second ring, the bride puts it upon her 
husband”s finger, repeating after the priest: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Take and wear this ring as a 
pledge of my fidelity. 


Then follows Psalm 127: 


Happy are you who fear the Lord, who walk in 
his ways! 

For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork: 
happy shall you be, and favored. 

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the re- 
cesses of your home; 

Your children like olive plants around your table. 

Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the 
Lord. 

The Lord bless you from Sion: May you see the 
prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life; 

May you see your children's children. Peace be 
upon Israel! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 

P. Lord, have mercy. 

S. Christ, have mercy. PLord, have mercy. 

P. Our Father (silently to) 
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And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil. 
Grant salvation to thy servants. 
For their hope, O my God, is in Thee. 
Send them aid, O Lord, from thy holy place. 
And watch over them from Sion. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
And let my cry come unto Thee. 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God. 
who by thy power didst create Adam and Eve, our 
first parents, and join them in a holy union, sanc- 
tify the hearts and the bodies of these thy servants. 
and bless them; and make them one in the union 
and love of true affection. Through Christ our 
Lord. 

S. Amen. 


While the server holds the book, the priest raises both 
hands in blessing over the bridal couple: 


May almighty God bless you by the word of his 
mouth, and unite your hearts in the enduring bond 
of pure love. 

All Answer: Amen. 


The following may be omitted if the couple are ad- 
vanced in years: 


May you be blessed in your children, and may 
the love that you lavish on them be returned a 
hundred fold. 


S. Amen. 
The priest now says these three prayers: 


ed E e ee 


May the peace of Christ dwell always in your 
hearts and in your home; may you have true friends 
to stand by you, both in joy and in sorrow. May 
you be ready with help and consolation for all those 
who come to you in need: and may the blessings 
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promised to the compassionate, descend in abund- 
ance on your house. 

5. Amen. 

May you be blessed in your work and enjoy its 
fruits. May cares never cause you distress, nor the 
desire for earthly possessions lead you astray; but 
may your hearts’ concern be always for the treasures 
laid up for you in the life of heaven. 

S. Amen. 

May the Lord grant you fullness of years so that 
you may reap the harvest of a good life, and, after 
you have served Him with loyalty in his kingdom on 
earth, may He take you up into his eternal domin- 
ions in heaven. 


Joining his hands together, the priest concludes: 


Through our Lord Jesus Christ, his Son, Who lives 
and reigns with Him in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 
God, world without end. 

S. Amen. 


The married couple and the official witnesses return to 
their places for the Nuptia! Mass. 


CELEBRATION OF MASS 


If the rubries (i. e. laws regarding holy Masses) per- 
mit, then the prayers of every Nuptial Mass are exactly 
as given here. If changes are necessary, owing to the ob- 
servance of some special feast, such changes consist in 
the substitution of a limited number of other prayers. 


Preparatory Prayers of the Mass 


With the covered chalice and its paten upon a corporal 
in the center of the altar (except at Solemn Masses), the 
priest, at the foot of the altar, begins: 

P. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. I will go unto the 
altar of God. 

-S. To God Who giveth joy to my youth. 
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P. Judge me, O God, and distinguish my cause 
from the nation that is not holy; from the unjust 
and deceitful man deliver me. 

S. For Thou, O God, art my strength: why hast 
Thou cast me off? And why go 1 sorrowful whilst 
the enemy afflicteth me? l 

P. Send forth thy light and thy truth: they have 
led me and brought me unto thy holy hill, and 
into thy tabernacles. 

S. And I will go unto the altar of God: to God 
Who giveth joy to my youth. 
=P. I will praise Thee on the harp, O God, my 
God: why art thou sad, O my soul? And why 
disquietest thou me? 

S. Hope in God, for I will yet praise Him: the 
salvation of my countenance and my God. 

P. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost. 

S. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 

P. I will go unto the altar of God: 

S. To God, Who giveth joy to my youth. 

P. Our help is in the name of the Lord: 

S. Who made heaven and earth. 


The priest recites the Confiteor (I Confess) after which: 


S. May almighty God have mercy on thee, and for- 
giving thee thy sins, bring thee to life everlasting. 

P. Amen. 

S. I confess to almighty God, to blessed Mary 
ever-virgin, to blessed Michael the Archangel, to 
blessed John the Baptist, to the holy Apostles Peter 
and Paul, to all the saints, and to thee, Father, that 
I have sinned exceedingly in thought, word and 
deed: through my fault, through my fault, through 
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my most grievous fault. Therefore I beseech bless- 
ed Mary ever-virgin, blessed Michael the Arch- 
angel, blessed John the Baptist, the holy Apostles 
Peter and Paul, all the saints, and thee Father, to 
pray to the Lord our God for me. 

P. May almighty God have mercy on you, and 
forgiving you your sins, bring you to life ever- 
lasting. S. Amen. 

P. May the almighty and merciful Lord grant 
us pardon, absolution and remission of our sins. 
Amen. 

. Thou, O God, having turned, wilt enliven us. 
. And thy people shall rejoice in Thee. 

. Show us, O Lord, thy mercy. 

. And grant us thy salvation. 

. Lord, hear my prayer. 

. And let my cry come unto Thee. 

. The Lord be with you. S. And with your spirit. 
P. Let us pray: 


While the people continue to kneel, the priest, going 
up to the altar, kisses the altar stone where relics of 
saints repose, prays silently: 


NUNN YN 


"y 


TAKE away from us our iniquities, we beseech 
Thee, O Lord; that we may be made worthy to en- 
ter with pure minds into the Holy of Holies 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, by the merits of those 
of thy saints whose relics are here and of all the 
saints vouchsafe to forgive me all my sins. Amen. 


The Introit 


(At the Right or Epistle side) 
Introit signifies entrance or beginning; it was the “en- 
trance hymn” in the early Church, and usually sounds 
the note of the season, festival, or occasion. 
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WHERE THERE ARE TWO PARALLEL COLUMNS, 
ONE CONTAINS THE EXACT WORDS OF THE MASS; 
THE OTHER HAS A BRIEF EXPLANATION FOR THOSE 
NOT FAMILIAR WITH CATHOLIC SERVICES. 

(Tob. 7). May the God of Israel join you to- 
gether; and may He be with you, Who was mer- 
ciful to two mere children; and now, O Lord make 
them bless Thee more fully. Ps. Blessed are all 
they that fear the Lord, that walk in his ways. Y. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

— , Holy Ghost. As it was 15 
the beginning, is now, and 





EXPLANATIONS: 


Mass is the Catholic cele- 
bration of the Holy Euchar- 
ist or “Lord's Supper” ; al- 
though always essentially 
the same, Mass may differ 
in external solemnity. At 
Low Mass, the priest does 
not sing any part; at High 
Mass, portions are sung in 
Latin by the officiating 
priest and the choir; at a 
Solemn High Mass, three 
priests participate. 


ever shall be, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

May the God of Israel 
join you together; and 
may He be with you, Who 
was merciful to two mere 
children; and now, O Lord, 
make them bless Thee 
more fully. 











The Kyrie 


(At the center of the altar) 

These are the only words of the Mass in Greek. Priest 
and faithful here supplicate the Divine Majesty in a 
triple supplication addressed in turn to each of the three 
persons of the Most Holy Trinity. 

P. Lord, have mercy. S. Lord, have mercy. 

P. Lord, have mercy. S. Christ, have mercy. 

P. Christ, have mercy. S. Christ, have mercy. 

P. Lord, have mercy. S. Lord, have mercy. 

P. Lord, have mercy. 


Turning to the people, the priest says “Dominus Vobis- 


cum,” a blessing priest and people frequently exchange. 


P. The Lord be with you. S. And with your spirit. 
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The Collect 


(At the Right or Epistle side) 

The word Collect means “gather together”; standing, 
with arms extended in imitation of our crucified Lord, 
Who with outstretched arms, prayed from the cross 
for the whole human race, the priest offers to God the 
united prayers of the faithful. i 


EXPLANATIONS: Let us pray: Hear us, 

St. Paul speaks of a| almighty and merciful 
Christian altar (Heb. 13- God; that what is per- 
10) on which is offered 343 
the sacrifice which Mal- formed by our Ministry : 
achi foretold: may be abundantly ful- 

al. 1-11: “For from | s . 
the rising of the sun even filled with thy blessing. 
— is in ‚Smong -the | Christ, thy Son, Who liv- 

entlles, and in every . ö 
place there js sacrifice, | eth and relgne th with 
and there is offered to my | Thee in the unity of the 
TION” CLEAN OBLA- | Holy Ghost, God, world 

On the altar is the eruci- | Without end. S. Amen. 
fix ; this reminds the Chris- 
tian that the Mass, accord- (There may also be two 
ing to our Lord’s command | additional prayers corre- 
is a perpetual memorial of } 
his Passion: “This do ye sponding to the day Ad 
in commemoration of me.” f east) = 

Kpistle, Gradual, Versicles, Tract 
(At the right or Epistle side; if a-low Mass people 

kneel, if a sung Mass—are seated) 

Having prayed with and for the people, the priest now 
instructs them by reading the Epistle. Epistle means a 
letter; it is taken from a letter of the Apostles to the 
faithful in different towns, from the writings of the 
prophets or from other parts of Holy Scripture. 

The Gradual, from “gradus,” meaning “step,” so-called 
because originally it was chanted on the altar step, is the 
congregation’s response to the inspired instruction of the 
Epistle. 

Eph. 5, 22-33. Brethren: Let women be subject 
to their husbands, as to the Lord: for the husband 
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is the head of the wife, as Christ is the head of 
the Church. He is the saviour of his body. There- 
fore, as the Church is subject to Christ, so also let 
the wives be to their husbands in all things. Hus- 


EXPLANATIONS: 

The candles you see 
burning upon the altar 
have an historical and 
symbolical meaning; his- 
torically, they recall the 
earliest ages of the 
Church, when Mass was 
celebrated in the under- 
ground caverns or cata- 
combs, where lights were 
a necessity. Symbolically, 
the candles remind us of 
Christ Who is called and 
Who has named Himself: 
“The Light of the World.” 

The Bible teaches that 
special vestments are to be 
worn by those exereising 
sacred functions: (See Ex- 
odus 28-4). Hence, the 
priest at the altar, like 
the army officer or the 
supreme justice wears a 
special uniform or garb, to 
symbolize his office. 


of his body, of his flesh and his bones. 





bands, love your wives, 
as Christ also loved the 
Church, and delivered 
Himself up for it, that He 
might sanctify it, cleansing 
it by the laver of water 
in the word of life; that 
He might present it to 
Himself a glorious Church. 
not having spot, or wrin- 
kle, or any such thing, but 
that it should be holy and 
without blemish. So also 
ought men to love their 
wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife, 
loveth himself. For no 
man ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it; as also 
Christ doth the Church: 
because we are members 
For this 


cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall be two 
in one flesh. This is a great Sacrament; but I 
speak in Christ and in the Church. Neverthe- 
less, let every one of you in particular love his 
wife as himself, and let the wife respect her hus- 


band. S. Thanks be to God. 
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| | GRADUAL A — 
Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine on the sides 
of thy house. Y. Thy children as Olive plants 
round about thy table. Alleluia, alleluia. Y. May 
the Lord send you help from the sanctuary, and 
defend you out of Sion. Alleluia. 


At some seasons other Scriptural verses are substituted 
for those preceding marked “Gradual”. 


Munda Cor Meum (Cleanse My Heart) 


(At the center of the altar) 
While the server is carrying the book to the Gospel 
side of the altar, the priest, bowing humbly, prays: 


CLEANSE my heart and my lips, Almighty God, 
Who didst cleanse the lips of the Prophet Isaias 
with a burning coal; and through thy gracious 
mercy, vouchsafe so to purify me, that I may 
worthily announce thy holy Gospel. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

VOUCHSAFE to bless me, O Lord: The Lord be in 
my heart and on my lips, that I may worthily and 
fittingly announce his Gospel. Amen. 


The Gospel 


’ (At the Left or Gospel side) 

At the book, now placed on the Gospel side, the priest 
salutes the faithful with the oft repeated “Dominus Vo- 
biscum.” On the forehead, lips and breast, he traces the 
sign of the cross, to. show that he accepts with his in- 
tellect, proclaims with his voice and reveres with his 
heart the Gospel of Christ. The people stand out of rev- 
erence for the words of our Lord. 


P. The Lord be with you. S. And with your spirit. 

P. Continuation of the holy Gospel according to 
St. Matthew. S. Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

Matt. 19, 3-7. At that time: The pharisees came 


to Jesus, tempting Him and saying: Is it lawful 
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for a man to put away his wife for every cause? 
Who answering said to them: Have ye not read, 
that He who-made man from the beginning, made 
them: male and female? and He said: -for this 
shall cleave to his wife, and they two shall be 
in one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together let no man put asunder. 

S. Praise to Thee, O Christ. 

P. The Lord be with you. S. And with your spirit. 


People are seated 


Verse Before the Offertory 
In THEE, O Lord, have I hoped; I said, Thou 
art my God; my times are in thy hands. 


Offering of the Host 


After unveiling the chalice, the host is offered. 

RECEIVE, O holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, this Host without spot, which I, thine un- 
worthy servant, offer unto Thee, my living and 
true God, for mine innumerable sins, offenses and 
negligences; as also for all here present and for 
all the faithful Christians living and departed; 
that to me and to them it may be profitable unto 
life everlasting. Amen. 


Preparation of the Chalice 


At the Epistle side, the wine and a few drops of water 
are poured into the chalice; this mingling symbolizes 
the union of the divine and the human in Christ. 


O Gop, Who didst wonderfully create and digni- 
fy the human race, and hast still more wonder- 
fully reformed it: -grant that by the mystery of 
this water and wine, we may be made partakers of 
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his Godhead Who vouchsafed to become partaker 
of our manhood, Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, 
Who with Thee liveth and reigneth in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, God, world without end. Amen. 


Offering of the Chalice 


(At the center of the altar) 


WE OFFER unto Thee, O Lord, the Chalice of 
Salvation, beseeching thy clemency that in the 
sight of thy divine Majesty it may ascend with the 
odor of sweetness, for our salvation and that of 
the whole world. Amen. 


ÍN THE spirit of humility, and with a contrite 
heart, let us be received by Thee, O Lord: and so 
let our Sacrifice be made before Thee this day, that 
it may be pleasing to Thee, O Lord God. Come, 
Thou Sanctifier, almighty and eternal God, and 
bless this Sacrifice prepared for the glory of thy 
holy name. 


Washing the Hands 


(At the Right or Epistle side) 

Love for the house of God, purity of deeds and inten- 
tions we should bring are here expressed. This action 
also prepares the priest to handle the Sacred Host a little 
later. (What follows is from Psalm 25, Verses 6-12.) 


I wıLL wash my hands among the innocent and 
compass thine altar, O Lord: That I may hear the 
voice of thy praise: and tell of all thy wondrous 
works, 


Lord, 1 have loved the beauty of thy house: 
and the place where thy glory dwelleth. Destroy 
not my soul with the wicked, O God: nor my life 
with men of blood. In whose hands are iniquities: 
their —— hand is filled with gifts. 
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But I have walked in mine innocence: redeem 
me, and have mercy on me. My foot hath stood 
in the straight way: in the churches 1 will bless 
Thee, O Lord. 


A Renewal of the Offertory 


(At the center of the altar) 


RECEIvE, O holy Trinity, this Offering which we 
make to Thee in memory of the Passion, Resur- 
rection, and Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and in honor of blessed Mary ever-virgin, of 
blessed John the Baptist, of the holy Apostles Peter 
and Paul, of these, and of all saints; that to them 
it may be for an increase of honor, but to us, of 
salvation and that they may vouchsafe to intercede 
for us in heaven, whose memory we celebrate on 
earth. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Orate Fratres (Pray Brethren) 


This shows how intimately those present participate 
in the Holy Sacrifice. Facing the people, the priest says: 


P. Brethren, pray that this, my Sacrifice and 
yours, may be acceptable to God the Father al- 
mighty. 

S. May the Lord receive this Sacrifice from thy 
hands, to the praise and glory of his Name, to our 
benefit also and that of all his holy Church. 

P. Amen. | ` 


The Secret 


The prayers that follow are called the Secret because 
they are said in a low voice. 
ACCEPT we beseech Thee, O Lord, the gifts 


offered for the sacred law of marriage: and do 
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Thou dispose according to thy will, that which is 
instituted by thy bounty. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God. 
world without end. P. Amen. 


(There may also be two additional prayers 
corresponding to the day or feast). 


The Preface 


This is the introduction to or preparation for the Can- 
on, the most solemn part of the Holy Sacrifice; at High 
Mass, all stand. The priest, concluding the last Secret 
with “Through our Lord,” etc., raises his voice when he 
comes to the words: 

. World without end. 

Amen. 

. The Lord be with you. 

. And with your spirit. 

. Lift up your hearts. 

. We do lift them unto the Lord. 

. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
. It is meet and just. 


It is truly meet and just, right and availing for 
our salvation, that we should at all times, and in 
all places, give thanks unto Thee, O holy Lord, 
Father almighty, everlasting God, through Christ 
our Lord. Through Whom the angels praise thy 
Majesty the Dominations adore it, the Powers 
stand in awe. The heavens and the heavenly 
hosts together with the blessed Seraphim in tri- 
umphant chorus unite to celebrate it. Together 
with these we entreat Thee that Thou mayest 
bid our voices also to be admitted, while we say 
with lowly praise: 


nun yuyu Y 
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The Sanctus 


Hoty, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. Heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest. 


Canon of the Mass 


People all kneel at the Sanctus which begins the Can- 
on of the Mass. Canon here means “rule” because these 
prayers are seldom changed and then but slightly. 


For the Entire Church 


THEE, therefore, most merciful Father, we sup- 
pliantly pray and entreat through Jesus Christ thy 
Son our Lord, to accept and bless these gifts and 
presents, these holy and perfect Sacrifices: which 
we offer unto Thee in the first place for thy holy 
Catholic Church, that Thoy wouldst vouchsafe, 
to grant unto her peace as also to preserve, unite, 
and govern her throughout the world: together 
with thy servant Pius our Pope and (Name) 
our (Arch) Bishop, and all orthodox believers and 
professors of the Catholic and Apostolic faith. 


For Definite Persons and All Present 

BE MINDFUL, O Lord of thy servants and hand- 
maids (name them), and of all here present, whose 
faith and devotion are known unto Thee: who 


them: for the redemption of their souls: for the 
hope of their health and welfare: and who pay 
their vows to Thee, the everlasting, living and 
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Saints Venerated and Invoked 


COMMUNICATING with and reverencing in the 
first place the memory of the glorious and ever- 
virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord and God Jesus 
Christ; as also of thy blessed apostles and martyrs, 
Peter and Paul, Andrew, James, John, Thomas, 
James, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Simon and 
Thaddeus, Linus, Cletus, Clement, Xystus, Cor- 
nelius, Cyprian, Lawrence, Chrysogonus, John and 
Paul, Cosmas and Damian, and of all thy saints: 
through whose merits and prayers grant that in 
all things we may be defended by the help of thy 
protection. Through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Spreading his hands over the Oblation: 

Tuts, then the Oblation of our service and of 
that of thy whole family, we beseech Thee, O 
Lord, mercifully to accept; and to dispose our: days 
in thy peace; bid us to be preserved from ever- 
lasting damnation, and to be numbered among 
the flock of thine elect. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Transubstantiation Petitioned 


WuicH Oblation do Thou, O God, vouchsafe in 
all things to bless, sanction, approve, ratify, and 
make acceptable that it may become to us the 
Body and Blood of thy most beloved Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Consecration of the Host 


Who the day before He suffered took bread into 
his holy and venerable hands: and having lifted 
up his eyes to heaven, to Thee, God, his almighty 

— PAGE 21 — 





Father, giving thanks to Thee, did bless, break, 
and give to his disciples, saying: Take and eat 
ye all of this, for this is My Body. 


Genuflection, elevation of the Sacred Host, genuflection. 


Consecration of the Chalice 


IN LIKE manner, after He had supped, taking 
also this excellent chalice into his holy and ven- 
erable hands; and glving thanks to Thee, He bless- 
ed, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, ana 
drink ye all of this, For this is the Chalice of my 
Blood, of the New and Eternal Testament, the 
mystery of faith; which shall be shed for you and 
for many, for the remission of sins. As often as ye 
do these things do them in memory of Me. 


Genuflection, elevation of the Chalice, genuflection. 


After the Consecration, Christ is upon the altar in a 
sacrificial state; recall to mind that each Mass is offered 
to honor, glorify, thank almighty God; to make repara- 
tion to Him for the sins of man; to obtain for us all 
graces and blessings. These all come to us through Christ 
and his merits. 


Christ Memorialized 


WHEREFORE, O Lord, we thy servants as also 
thy holy people, mindful alike of the blessed pas- 
sion and resurrection from hell of the same Christ 
thy Son our Lord, and of his glorious ascension 
into heaven: offer unto thy most excellent Majes- 
ty, Of thy gifts and presents, a pure Sacrifice, a 
holy Sacrifice, a spotless Sacrifice: the Bread of 
everlasting life, and the Chalice of perpetual sal- 
vation. 

During preceding prayer, the Oblations are signed with 
the cross five times, recalling our Lords five wounds. 
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Ancient Sacrifice Recalled 

Upon which do Thou vouchsafe to look with a 
gracious and favorable countenance, and to ac- 
cept them, even as Thou wert pleased to accept 
the gifts of thy just servant Abel, and the sac- 
rifice of our patriarch Abraham, and that which 
thine high priest Melchisedech offered unto Thee. 
a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim. 


Fullness of Grace Implored 


Bowing profoundly, the priest says: 


SUPPLIANTLY we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
bid these things be borne by the hands of thy 
holy angel to thine altar on high, in the sight 
of thy Divine Majesty: that as many of us as 
partake, in this holy Communion, of the most 
sacred Body and Blood of thy Son, may be filled 
with every heavenly grace and blessing. Through 
the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For the Dead 


BE MINDFUL also, O Lord, of thy servants and 
handmaids (name those for whose souls you wish 
to pray), who are gone before us with the sign 
of faith, and rest in the sleep of peace. 

To these, O Lord, and to all that rest in Christ, 
grant, we beseech Thee, a place of refreshment, 
light and peace. Through the same Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


For Ourselves 


Striking his breast, the priest says: 


AND TO us sinners also, thy servants, who trust 
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in the multitude of thy mercies, vouchsafe to grant 
some part and fellowship with thy holy apostles 
and marytrs; with J ohn, Stephen, Mathias, Barna- 
bas, Ignatius, Alexander, Marcellinus, Peter, Feli- 
citas, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, Agnes, Cecilia, An- 
astasia, and all thy saints; into whose company 
admit us, we beseech Thee, not Weighing our mer- 
its, but pardoning our offenses. Through Christ 
our Lord. 


All In and Through Christ 


Priest signs the Oblations with the cross thrice, un- 
covers the chalice, genuflects, again signs the Oblations 
five times. 

THROUGH whom, O Lord, Thou dost ever create, 
sanctify, quicken, bless and bestow upon us all 
these good things: through Him, and with Him, 
and in Him, is to Thee, God the Father Almighty, 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and 
glory: 

P. World without end. S. Amen. 


The Lord's Prayer 


LET US PRAY: Instructed by salutary precepts, 
and guided by divine example, we presume to say: 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation. 

S. But deliver us from evil. P. Amen. 


At this point the priest interrupts Mass to recite in 
Latin only the prayer of the Nuptial Blessing. Bride and 
groom come up to and kneel before the al ar. 
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Let us pray. Listen with favor, O Lord, to our 
prayers; and in thy goodness maintain the ways 
which Thou hast established for the continuation 
of the human race, so that the union which has been 
founded by thy authority may be preserved by thy 
aid. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son, who 
lives and reigns with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, world without end. S. Amen. 

Let us pray: O God, who by thy mighty power 
hast made all things where before there was nothing: 
who, having put in order the beginnings of the uni- 
verse, didst form for man, made to thy image, an 
inseparable helpmate, woman, so that Thou didst 
give woman’s body its origin from man’s flesh and 
teach that it is never right to separate her from the 
one being whence it has pleased Thee to take her: 

O God, who hast consecrated the union of mar- 
riage making it a sign so profound as to prefigure 
in the marriage covenant the mystery of Christ and 
the Church: 

O God, who dost join woman to man, and give 
to that society, the first to be established, the bless- 
ing which alone was not taken away in punishment 
for original sin nor in the doom of the flood: 

Look with kindness on this thy servant who is 
now to be joined to her husband in the companion- 
ship of marriage and who seeks to be made secure 
by thy protection. 

May this yoke that she is taking on herself be one 
of love and peace. May she be faithful and chaste, 
marrying in Christ, and may she always imitate the 
holy women. May she be the beloved of her hus- 
band, as was Rachel; wise, as was Rebecca; long- 
lived and loyal, as was Sarah. 

May the author of sin have no mastery over her 
because of her acts. May she hold firm to the faith 
and the commandments. Faithful to one embrace, 
may she flee from unlawful companionship. By 
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firm discipline may she fortify herself against her 
weakness. May she be grave in her modesty, hon- 
orable in her chastity, learned in the teachings of 
heaven. 

May she be rich in children, prove worthy and 
blameless, and may she attain in the end to the 
peace of the blessed, the kingdom of heaven. 

May she and her husband together see their chil- 
dren’s children to the third and fourth generation 
and enjoy the long life they desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son, who lives and reigns 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for- 
ever and ever. 

A. Amen. 

The newly-wed couple return to their places, while 
the priest continues with the Mass: 

DELIVER us, O Lord, we beseech Thee, from all 
evils, past, present and to come; and through the 
intercession of the glorious and blessed Mary ever 
Virgin, mother of God, together with thy blessed 
apostles, Peter and Paul and Andrew, and all the 
saints, grant, of thy goodness, peace in our days, 
that aided by the riches of thy mercy, we may be 
always free from sin and safe from all disturbance. 


Breaking of the Host 


Dying on the cross, Christ’s Body, Blood and human 
Soul were separated; to recall this triple separation, the 
priest breaks the Host into three parts. 

THROUGH the same our Lord Jesus Christ thy 
Son, Who with Thee liveth and reigneth in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, God. 

P. World without end. S. Amen. 

P. May the peace of the Lord be ever with you. 

S. And with your spirit. 

One particle of the Host is dropped into the chalice 
with these words: 
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May this mingling and consecration of the 
Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ be to all 
that receive it for life everlasting. Amen. 


Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 


Our Lord is now addressed as the Immaculate Sacri- 
ficial Lamb of God, of Whom mercy and peace are peti- 
tioned. Bowing, striking his breast gently, the priest says: 


Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the 
world, grant us peace. 


Preparation for Holy Communion 
Prayer fer Peace 


O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst say to thine 
Apostles, Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 
regard not my sins, but the faith of thy Chureh; 
nd vouchsafe to grant to her that peace and unity 
which are agreeable to thy will: O Thou Who liv- 
est and reignest God, world without end. Amen. 


Prayer for Perseverance 


O Lorp Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, Who 
by the will of thy Father, and the cooperation of 
the Holy Ghost, didst through thy death give life 
to the world: deliver me by this thy most sacred 
Body and Blood from all mine iniquities, and from 
all evils; and make me ever to cleave to thy com- 
mandments; nor ever suffer me to be separated 
from Thee; Who with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost livest and reignest God, world without end 
Amen. 
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Prayer for a Worthy Communion 

- LET NOT the participation of thy Body, O Lord 
Jesus Christ, which I, though unworthy, presume 
to receive, turn to my judgment and condemnation; 
but of thy goodness let it be a safeguard and a 
remedy to mind and body: O Thou, that livest and 
reignest with God the Father in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, God, world without end. Amen. 


The Sacred Host Received 


I wILL take the Bread of Heaven, and call upon 
the name of the Lord. 

Lorp, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst enter 
under my roof: but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed. (This is recited thrice.) 

May the Body of our Lord Jesus: Christ keep 
my soul unto life everlasting. Amen. 


Priest here receives the Host.. 


The Precious Blood Consumed 
WHat shall I render to the Lord for all He hath 
rendered unto me? I will take the chalice of salva- 
tion, and call upon the name of the Lord. Praising 
will I call upon the Lord, and I shall be saved 
from mine enemies. The Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ keep my soul unto life everlasting. Amen. 


Priest here receives the Precious Blood. 


The Faithful Receive Holy Communion 


As the married couple and perhaps others also now 
receive Holy Communion, the Confiteor, Misereatur, etc., 
Ecce Agnus Dei are recited. 


Complete participation in the Holy Sacrifice requires 
the people to receive Holy Communion at this time. When 
that is impossible, those present should make a Spiritual 
Communion; i. e., desire to receive and imagine they are 
doing so. 


— PAGE 28 — 








The Ablutions 


Lest even a minute portion of the Precious Elements be 
lost, the priest purifies the chalice as well as the tips of 
his fingers with wine and water, However, if he is to 
offer a second Mass on the same Sunday or Holyday, the 
manner of purification is slightly different. 

WHAT with our lips we have taken, may we, O 
Lord, with pure minds receive; and from a tem- 
poral gift, may it become to us an everlasting rem- 
edy. 

May thy Body and Blood, O Lord, which I have 
received, cleave to mine inmost parts; and grant 
that no stain of sin may remain in me, whom this 
pure and holy Sacrament hath refreshed: O Thou 
that livest and reignest world without end. Amen. 


Communion Versicle—Postcommunion 


(At the right side except “Dominus Vobiscum” at center) 


Psalm 127. Behold, that thus shall the man be 
blessed that feareth the Lord; and mayest thou 
see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel. 


P. The Lord be with you. S. And with your spirit. 


Let us pray: We be- 
NATI : ; 

— > — seech Thee almighty God, 

At the service you have he; : ; 
seen the priest we holy | accompany t e institutions 
water, a sacramental often | of thy providence with 
employed in the church. gracious favor; that Thou 
The Bible teaches that | mayest preserve with last- 


already in ancient times, nt 
God not only permitted ing peace those whom 





but commanded the use of Thou unitest in lawful 


holy water. ¡ union. Through Jesus 


| 
Numbers 5, 16-17: The . 
peña ¡Rate +. Aud | Christ, thy Son, our Lord, 


be shall take hol water? Who liveth and reignetb 
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in an earthen vessel, he | with Thee in the unity ot 
shall cast a little earth of 1 

the pavement of the taber- the Holy Ghost, God, world 
nacle into it. without end. S. Amen. 


(There may also be two additional prayers cor- 
responding to the day or feast). 


P. The Lord be with you. S. And with your spirit 
P. Let us bless the Lord. S. Thanks be to God. 


Before the blessing of the people, the priest turns to 
the newly married couple in their places or at the altar 
steps and says: 


May the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the 
God of Jacob be with you, and may He fulfill in 
you his blessing so that you may see your children's 
children to the third and fourth generation and after. 
ward possess everlasting and boundless life. Through 
the help of our Lord Jesus Christ, who with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, God. 
for ever and ever. 


The priest sprinkles them with holy water, then turn- 
ing to the altar: 


May the performance of my homage please Thee, 
O holy Trinity; and grant that the Sacrifice which 
I. though unworthy, have offered up in the sight 


of thy Majesty, may be acceptable to Thee; and 
through thy mercy be a propitiation for me and 
all those for whom it has been offered. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The Mass Ends—The Blessing 


(Center of altar, facing the people) 


May almighty God bless you: the Father and 


the Son, and the Holy Ghost. S. Amen. ae 
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The Last Gospel 


(At the left or Gospel side—all stand) 


P. The Lord be with you. S. And with your spirit. 


P. The beginning of the holy Gospel according 
to St. John. S. Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 


John 1, 1-14. In the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was with God; and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through Him and without Him was made 
nothing that has been made. In Him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. And the light shines 
in the darkness: and the darkness grasped it not. 
There was a man, one sent from God, whose name 
was John. This man came as a witness, to bear 
witness concerning the light, that all might be- 
lieve through him. He was not himself the light. 
but was to bear witness to the light. It was the 
true light that enlightens every one who comes 
into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made through Him, and the world 
knew Him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received Him not. But to as many as received Him 
He gave the power of becoming sons of God: to 
those who believe in his name: Who are born not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh: nor of the 
will of man, but of God. And THE WORD WAS MADE 
FLESH; and dwelt among us. And we saw his 
glory—glory as of the only-begotten of the Father 
—full of grace and truth. S. Thanks be to God. 


Prayers usually recited after a Low Mass are omitted. 


After some few moments of personal prayer, the newly- 
married couple (and their attendants) rise, genuflect 
and precede all others out of the church. 
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